
 

 

JOE NICKEL 
JOE NICKEL BIO 

 

 
 
Joe Nickel has been professionally working in the entertainment industry since 2005 as a dancer, educator, and 
choreographer. From 2006-2011, he traveled performing around the world with Norwegian Cruise Lines and with CD 
Entertainment in Shanghai, China. During the Fall of 2011 through 2012, He directed shows for NCL Productions in 
Miami, Florida. These shows would then be performed on cruise ships throughout the NCL fleet. 
 
In the spring of 2011, Joe became the Co-Founder and Artistic Director for MadHouse Productions. MadHouse Pro-
ductions was a new-aged entertainment group consisting of dancers, singers, and specialty performers. Under Joe's 
direction, MadHouse Productions was hired as entertainment for American Eagle Outfitters, Consol Energy, and 
UPMC. Other events include: The opening act for Patty LaBelle at Pittsburgh's Pride in 2012, fashion shows for Pitts-
burgh Fashion Week (2010 and 2011) and many cabarets and burlesque shows in Pennsylvania.  
 
Joe has been featured dancing in national commercials for various companies such as Value City Furniture (choreog-
rapher/dancer), Norwegian Cruise Lines (dancer), and Kings Island (dancer).  In 2013, he was also featured per-
forming alongside Chelsea Kane, Jane Seymour, and Adrienne Bailon in ABC Family's movie, "Lovestruck: The Musical" 
under the choreographic direction of Michael Rooney. Joe recently danced in Netflix’s new series “Archive 81” due to 
air in January 2022. 
 
Since being back in Pittsburgh, Joe has been nominated three times for a Gene Kelly Award for “Best Choreogra-
phy” and won in 2013 for his work on “All Shook Up!” at PHSH. He has had the honor to stage performances at the 
CLO Cabaret Theatre, Benedum Center, and Byham Theatre.  
 
In 2010 and 2011, Joe was hired as a guest instructor and choreographer for the University of Pittsburgh’s Dance 
Department, teaching Jazz, Hip Hop and Musical Theater. In 2018, He has guest choreographed for Seton Hill Univer-
sity in their dance concerts where he created original piece’s called, “Simply Falling in Love” and “History Repeating”. 
 
Joe’s newest endeavor has been the creation of a new dance convention called Thrive Dance Experience. As the 
Owner, Joe launched Thrive Dance Experience in the fall of 2019. The company partners with industry professionals 
to teach a variety of styles to dancers of all ages. Thrive has recently expanded to holding events in Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania, New Jersey, and North Carolina.  
 
As an advocate of the arts, Joe uses his training and experience to continue to work with local talent and produce 
entertaining shows for all types of audiences. He currently collaborates with the Pittsburgh Ballet Theatre’s “Emerg-
ing Patrons” Board and is a Board Member of PaDEO (PA Dance Eduction Organization). Joe enjoys mentoring 
young dancers to use dance performance as a vehicle of expression and purpose. When not traveling, Joe resides in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania continuing to enhance the ever-growing arts and entertainment community. 
 


